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TEXT:  Luke 2:1-20 
THEME:  BEHOLD THE GLORY 

 

CUE 16.1—On this Christmas Eve we behold the Child.  We focus on Jesus.  
On that first Christmas, the Christ Child was beheld by Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds and their sheep, the moon and the stars and later Jesus would be 
beheld by the Wise Men who came from afar to see him, led by the brightness 
of a star.  The bulletin cover we are using depicts all the people, animals and 
elements that beheld Jesus for the first time. But tonight we behold the Christ 
Child in our mind’s eye.  And what do we see?  

 
That question was posed to some grade-school children, and I want to show 
you what they in faith revealed about what they behold in their minds when 
they think about the Christ Child being born. We will be meditating on four of 
those images tonight and talking about what God is telling us through these 
visualizations of the first Christmas. 

 
CUE 16.2—First, we have a nativity scene.  What I find most striking about 
this image is the rays of light that are streaming down from the star in the 
middle and all the yellow stars that are shining brightly in the sky in contrast to 
the black color of the stable. We are reminded in this image of the words of 
the angels who sang to the shepherds, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." (Luke 2:14). The glory of 
God has been revealed on this night and it is breaking through the darkness of 
our sin and streaming down to each one of us, as it is streaming down to Mary 
and Joseph and Jesus in the image. 

  
CUE 16.3—Let’s move to the next image.  Once again, we see the theme of 
the glory of God depicted in the bright yellow light pouring down from above 
through the deep blue sky to the dark brown manger below.  But we see this 
image takes that idea a step further by depicting a response from Mary and 
Joseph.  “Thank you, Jesus!!!” they say.  We see that the glory of God which 
they behold is Jesus Christ has an effect on them.  They are grateful for the 
presence of Jesus and the glory of God that is revealed in him.  The image 
reminds us that we need to say thank you to Jesus tonight as well.  We need 
to say, “Thank you, Jesus!!!” for his love, for his forgiveness, for his birth as a 
human being so that we might be saved from death and live with God forever. 
Now that is a lot to be thankful for.  As you open presents tonight or tomorrow 
and share special moments with family and friends this Christmas, never 
forget to show how thankful you are to Jesus to coming to earth for you.  
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CUE 16.4—Let’s look at the third image.  What strikes me about this image is 
that the rays of glory are now shown within the stable, streaming down right 
on Mary, Joseph, Jesus, and even a sheep and a camel.  The glory of God 
has come near to them because Jesus is here.  The brightness of God’s 
presence is so close they can touch it.  This image helps me to remember that 
the glory of God is right where we live, right where we work, right where we 
worship because Jesus is here.  We see it in the faces of loved ones.  We see 
it in the kind gestures we see happening between family and friends.  We see 
it in the plans of God that are coming to pass in the lives of people we know 
through God’s grace and blessing.  We should never think that Jesus just lives 
at church.  He lives with us wherever we are, and that knowledge should 
brighten every day of our lives and lighten every heavy load of stress and 
work and illness and struggle and hardship because we know that Jesus is 
here to help us and lift our burdens.  Jesus even says to us when he grows 
older, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  His presence brings us peace. 

 
CUE 16.5—Now we come to the final image of the evening.  In this image, we 
really come to the heart of Christmas, don’t we?  It shows the glory of God 
radiating directly from baby Jesus.  This image is a perfect depiction of the 
verse from 2 Corinthians 4:6, which says, “For God, who said, ‘Let light 
shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light  of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”  Make 
no mistake about it, Jesus is the only one who was born sinless and holy.  He 
is the only begotten Son of God.  Our salvation from sin, death and the devil 
can only be found in him.  So how do we respond?  By bowing down to him, 
as Mary and Joseph are doing in this image.  By honoring him in what we say 
and what we do.  By following his will for our lives.  By giving him center stage 
in our lives and staying close to him.   

 
CUE 16.6—When we behold in our mind’s eye the birth of Christ, let these 
images we saw tonight inspire you to live as those who seek God’s glory, 
reveal God’s glory, and spread God’s glory every day of your lives.  CUE 
16.7—But most of all, give God glory today for the precious Gift of his Son, 
just as the shepherds:  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. (Luke 2:20).  May those words describe us as well during this 
Christmas season and always.  Amen. 


